June 14, 2016

would have also unlocked numerous
other amendments that we had cleared
on both sides. But, unfortunately, be-
cause of the objection of an individual
whom the chairman has cited, we are
now coming to final passage.

With that, I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, all
postcloture time on S. 2943 has expired.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 4670, AS MODIFIED

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
amendment No. 4670, as modified, of-
fered by the Senator from Florida, Mr.
NELSON.

Is there any further debate on the
amendment?

The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
FLAKE). Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is on agreeing to the
Nelson amendment No. 4670, as modi-
fied.

The amendment (No. 4670), as modi-
fied, was agreed to.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 4607, AS AMENDED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to amendment
No. 4607, as amended, offered by the
Senator from Arizona, Mr. MCCAIN.

Is there any further debate?

The amendment (No. 4607), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall it pass?

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER)
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 85,
nays 13, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 98 Leg.]

(Mr.

YEAS—85
Alexander Brown Cochran
Ayotte Burr Collins
Baldwin Cantwell Coons
Barrasso Capito Corker
Bennet Cardin Cornyn
Blumenthal Carper Cotton
Blunt Casey Daines
Booker Cassidy Donnelly
Boozman Coats Durbin
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Enzi Kirk Rubio
Ernst Klobuchar Schatz
Feinstein Lankford Schumer
Fischer Manchin Scott
Flake McCain Sessions
Franken McCaskill Shaheen
gargner ﬁcCon&lell Shelby
raham enendez

Stab
Grassley Mikulski A 0enow

Sullivan
Hatch Moran Tester
Heinrich Murkowski Th
Heitkamp Murphy N upe
Heller Murray Tillis
Hirono Nelson Toomey
Hoeven Perdue Udall
Inhofe Peters Vitter
Isakson Portman Warner
Johnson Reed Whitehouse
Kaine Roberts Wicker
King Rounds

NAYS—13
Crapo Markey Sasse
Cruz Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Paul Wyden
Leahy Reid
Lee Risch
NOT VOTING—2
Boxer Sanders
The bill (S. 2943), as amended, was

passed.

(The bill, as amended, will be printed
in a future edition of the RECORD.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each until 12:30
p.m. today; further, that at 12:30 p.m.
the Senate stand in recess subject to
the call of the Chair; and that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 2578 occur when the
Senate reconvenes from this recess.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, for the
information of Senators, the cloture
vote on the motion to proceed to the
Commerce-Justice-Science appropria-
tions bill will occur immediately fol-
lowing the official photo at 2:15 p.m.
today.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until
12:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The Senator from Arizona.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION BILL

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I want
to thank the 85 members who voted for
the bill, and I would like to criticize
the 13 who voted against it.

I think this is a good bill. I want to
thank Senator REED for his coopera-
tion and the effort that has been made
in our committee on a bipartisan basis.
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If it were not for his cooperation and
assistance and partnership—equal part-
nership—we would not have been able
to have a bill of these significant num-
bers.

I want to thank the Members for
their votes. But I would also like to
point out that, as happy as I am about
the size of the vote, we left out some
very important amendments. Particu-
larly, we left out one that has to do
with interpreters who are being slaugh-
tered as we speak because they are the
No. 1 targets for the Taliban and for
ISIS.

As I take pleasure in the size of the
vote, I would also urge my colleagues
that when we take up a bill of this sig-
nificance, not every Senator can have
his or her way. Not every Senator can
have their amendment, particularly
when it is not agreed to on the other
side. So I have to say, I blame a few
Senators who believe it is their way or
the highway. I hope that when we move
forward with other legislation, we can
have amendments, debate, and vote.
That is what the Senate is supposed to
be about.

Finally, I again thank Senator REED
and his staff for all of their cooperation
and assistance. We intend to go to con-
ference and get a bill to the President’s
desk.

I would point out to my colleagues
that this legislation is probably the
biggest reform enacted by the Senate
Armed Services Committee and the
Senate since Goldwater-Nichols some
30 years ago. There are fundamental re-
forms in the military and how they do
business, and that is very badly needed.

We had a hearing a couple of weeks
ago about an F-35. The first time the
F-35 began production was 15 years
ago. I change one of these every 18
months. Our acquisition system is bro-
ken; it needs to be fixed. There are bil-
lions and billions of dollars of cost
overruns that we need to fix if we are
going to have the confidence of the
American people in their tax dollars
being spent wisely.

Again, I thank my friend and col-
league from Rhode Island.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, let me
commend and thank the chairman on
his leadership. He began this process
with great deliberation months ago by
bringing together experts on defense
organization—experts on military and
strategic policy. Through a series of
many hearings, we were able to craft
significant legislation reforming the
operations of the Department of De-
fense. We will now go to conference and
begin to work to improve that legisla-
tion. I think improvements can be
made with respect to the changes in
the context of Goldwater-Nichols reor-
ganization. But I think the chairman’s
leadership was absolutely essential and
incredibly productive in this process.

We have had debate on a number of
issues on the floor. I think we are now
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